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1. 0 agg, 
en this ſtate he's: deſcribed axdefiting't6- be fed 
with the crumbs -which-folb from the ricty min's | 
table and, rough! the cafe is not exprofely-put, 
chat he was refuſed yet, as the contrary is not af - 
firmed ini the hiſtorival part of the parablez; or 


; -pleaded/after by the other, that he ſhowed; mercy | 


to the miſerable, conolude his req ueſt was 
unſucceſ>fad 0 too many others in the World, 
— pov he ee of 
£ 8 
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and twenty oxen out of the paſtures, r TY 
dred ſheep, beſides harts and — — and —4 
_ low deet, and fatted fowl; — .— thir 
of fine flour, and threeſcore meaſures 
the daily proviſſon of his 'tablez=alt tis is 1 St 
laid to Bain as 4 ſin, but rather remarked as att in- 
| Range'of Gov's bleflitig to/bim:——and, when- 
ever theſe things are otherwiſe, it is from a waſte 
of them to pernicious 
ones for 
which they were prarted—to glad the heart, to 
Fit, and render it more kind -... 
Aud this feems to have been the Ses be * 
CE Eon 
Wy ptuou e might had more co 
Hours for 5 d des eber Gi fed to 
have * oe S Want, and to have tele 


ful and — oe 


- ends,—and, oft=times, tothe very oppoſite 
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Y good i, and hai + 
arur evil things.— Eg, — 
E. nee eden that a man has 
this world with all the bleſſings and ad 
it on his Ode, —favoured by Go p Almighty with 
riches, be riended by bis fellow creatures in the 
means of ac quiring them, —alliſted, every hour, — 
the oy of "which he is a member, in the 


chat he has . no — friend—no. one's Pro- 
teftor——no one's benefaQor-——Blefſed God © 


pos in vain for himſelf, he is re- 
| picſented at haf a interceding 'for ks brethren, 
that . migbt be ſent to them 10 gps 


them warning, and ſave them from 
dich he Teal inte bove Moſer 


and the prophets, was the-anſwer of the patriarchy. 
preſented: as diſcontented with it: and ſtill pere 
Hera but if oue went from the dead, they: 4 
ran innen 4206993746 A225 e 
wow 8 and the ; 1 
rableaxgod adi ig atonbaiasyg r wat e 
And firſt, our Saviour might farther intend 
ta diſcover to us, .dbyrit; the dangers to which 
_ great: riches, natutally expoſe ind, agreeably- 
ta oꝝhat is felſewhere declared, how Hardi shaft 
they yhoſ have them, enter into the kingdom of 
beteracsd 0: bas Ml, % Sai ar inen ee 
The truth is, they are often too dungetons a 
bleſling for Gon to truſt us with, or we to ma- 


with nonſenſe, with flattery, and falſe :friends, | 
with which thouſands, and ten thouſands, havé 
peri ſued : they are apt to multiply our-: ale, 
ant treacheroufly 40 conceal them from us they 
hourly: adminiſter to our temptations Land 3. 
_ low us nei cher time to examine our faults, or hu- 
mility to repent of chem 3—nay,- what is ſtrange, 
do they not often tempt men even to covetouſ. . 
neſs 2-—and- though, amidſt all the ill offices which 
Ticheg do us, one would laſt ſuſpeQ this vice, but 
rather think the one a cure for the other yet, ſo 
it is3 chat many a man contracts his ſpir 
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ies, upon 
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But there is leſs need to preach againſt this 
we ſeem all nnn to the oppoſite cx⸗ 
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treme of luxury and expence ;—we generally cot 
tent ourſelves with the ſolution of it, and ſay, 
It is a natural conſequence of trade and riches— 
and dere Me ĩ%ðͤ ho; 
By the way, I affirm, there is a miſtake in the 
account; and that it is not riches which are the | 
cauſe of .luxury,but the corrupt calculation: of | 
the world, in making riches the balance for ho» 
nour, for virtue, and for every thing that is great 
and good, which goads ſo many thouſands on | 
with an affectation of poſſeſſing more than they | 
have,—and, conſequently, of engaging in a ſyſtem ol 
of expences they cannot ſupport. e. 
In one word, it is the neceſſity of - appearing to 
be ea in order to be ſo- which ruins the 
6%%%%% ũͤ Torn Ob | / ĩc ... 
This leads us to another leſſon in the parable, 
concerning the true uſe and application of riches; 
—we may be ſure, from the treatment of the rich 
man, that he did not employ thoſe talents as Gop 
intended. 1 5 A p ES: 25 7 i 5 3 8 
How Gop did intend them, — may as well 
be known from an appeal to your own hearts, 
and the inſcription you ſhall read there, as from 
any chapter and verſe I might cite upon the ſub- 
jet. Let us, then, for a moment, my dear audi- 
tors ! turn our eyes that way, and conſider the _ 
traces which even the moſt” inſenſible man may 
have proof of, from what he may perceive ſpring- 
ing up within him, from ſome caſual act of ge- 
nertoſity and though this is a pleaſure which pro- 
perly belongs to the good, yet, let him try the ex- 
periment; —let him comfort the captive, or cover 
the naked with a garment, and he will feel what 
is meant by that moral delight ariſing in the mind 
from the conſcience of a humane ö 


- 
i 


—— ä — A 
7 ger DOI Rr BN Ns nn nn _ 


_ ITO” 
1 
o 
— . 


Aa 


SYn MON XXIII. 


But; to know it right, we mult call upon the 
compaſſionate 3—L—_ Cruelty gives evidence un- 


, willingly, and feels the pleaſure but imperteQly 


; - — for 4 like all other ptcaſures, i is of a relative 


nature, and, conſequently, the 
quires ſome qualification in the faculty, as much 
as the enjoment of any other good does — 
thety muſt be ſomething; antecedent in the diſpo- 
ſition and temper, which will render that AY 
good to that individual ;—otherwiſe, though, it is 
true, it my be pollcfſedg——yet, it never can 2 be 
enjoy 
"Conſider "a difficult e find 21-40 
_ convince a miſerly heart, that any thing is — | 
which is not profitable ;—or a libertine one, that 
any thing is bad, which is pleaſant. 
reach to a voluptu 


ment of it re- 


ary, who has modelled both ; 
mind and body to no other happineſs but good 
eating and drinking, —bid him tafte and ſee how 
good (God is :>=there is not an invitation in ** na- 
tabs would confound him like it. 
In a word, a man's mind muſt be like your 
propoſition before it can be reliſhed;—and it is 
the reſemblance between them, which brings over 
2 Judgraenty and n him an eridence on aur 
ade... 

It is enten n * the cruel—it 16 te be 
merciful pn thoſe who rejoice with them 
that rejoice, and weep with them that weep,— 
that we make this al ;——it- is to the ge- 
nerous, the kind, the humane, that 1 am now to 
tell the ſad® ſtory of the fatherleſs,. of him 

who wo no 1 _ ow gap * alms- 
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giving in behalf of thoſe, who know not ( how to 
- aſk for it themſelves. 
( Wbat can 1 ſay mere -I is a ſubje®t on ic 
which I: cannot inform your judgment, — and, in 
ſuch an audience, I would not preſume to prac- 
tiſe upon your paſſions : —let it ſuffice to ſay, that 
they whom 30 hath bleſſed with the means, 
and for whom he has done more, in bleſſing 
them likewiſe with a diſpoſition, - have abundant 
reaſon to be thankful to him, as the Author of 
every good gift, for che meaſure he has beſtowed 
to them of both: it is the refuge againſt the 
ſtormy wind and tempeſt, which he has planted 
in our hearts; - and the conſtant! lutuation of 
every thing in this world, forces all the ſons and 
daughters of Adam to ſeek ſhelter under it by 
turns. Guard it by entails and ſettlements as we 
will, the moſt affluent” plenty may be ſtripped, 
and find all its: worldly comforts, like ſo many 
_ withered leaves, dropping from us - the crowns 
of princes may be ſhaken and the greateſt that 
ever awed the world, have looked back, and mo- 
ralized upon the turn of the wheel. 
That which has happened to one, - may bib 
pen to every man z—and therefore, that excellent 
rule of our e- Glee in acts of 1 
well us every t ſhould govern us ;— 
eh tha "Re Daur ds 20 you, by 


bh Hal 333 laid upon the bed of languiſh- 
u or laboured under a diſtemper which threaten- 
ed thy life Call to mind thy forrowful and 
4 ve-ſpirit at that time, and ſay, What it was 
_ that bow 7 the thoughts of death ſo bitter 7—if 
thou hadſt children, I afficm it, the bitterneſs of 
death 205 there if 3 up, and "led 
"00 


been wounded, / 
IO the loſs of a- moſt: obliging friend, or been 


- ops rifing kill}, Up that 


oo Rea; hw th. ft 5 AED 
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vided for, What will kecome off them N 


will they find a friend, when I am gone, who will | 


ſtand u * them, cans Oo their a nn 


ff the wicked? 


—Blefſed Govt to 6% 8 * * art a ubm to 
the fatherleſs, and a Huſband to the n I en- 


truſt them. * 


HFaſt thou ever ſuſtained any Wai oo ſhock | 


in thy fortune ?—or, has the ſcantineſs of thy con- 


dition hurried thee into great ſtraits, and 


thee almoſt to diſtraction ? Conſider who was it 
that ſpread a table in that wilderneſs of thought, 
bo made thy cup to overflow ? Was it not a 


friend of conſolation who. ſtepped in,—ſaw._thee 


_ embarraſſed with tender pledges of thy love, and 
the partner of thy cares,—took them under his 
protection Heaven thou wilt reward him for 


it !—and freed thee from all the SY appre- 
henſions of a parent's love 9 
Haſt thou - 
But, how ſhall L aſk 2 ade -which. waſt 
bring tears into ſo many eyes ?——Haſt thou ever 
in a more affecting manner ſtill, 


away from the embraces of a dear and pro- 
the — eee 
at it—but Nature is 
the ſame in all —— — —— life.— A child 


thruſt forth in an evil hour, without food, with - 
out raĩment, bereſt-of .inſtruQtion; and the means 
ol its ſalvation, is a ſubject of more tender heart- 
aches, and will awaken every 
Das we have felt for ourſelves, let us feel—for 


power of nature: 


CHRIS r's fake —let us feel for others 2 
nen rng eee vou. e ia 
n 2 eee A205 E ane | 
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Lor xiv. 10, nne wy thu art bidden, go 
and fit down in the loweſt room, that when he that 
bade thee cometh, he may {oy to thee, Friend, go up 
Big — ; then ſhalt thou have worſhip in the pre- 

e of them who fit at meat with thee :—for 
e exalteth himſelf, ball be nerds Fs an B 
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1 1 is 88 of our Stein to Humi- 
lity, addreſſed by way of inference from what 
— had ſaid in the three foregoing verſes of the 
chapter; where, upon entering into the houſe of 
one of the chief Phariſees, 'to eat bread, and 
marking how ſmall a portion of this neceſſary 
virtue entered in with the ſeveral gueſts, diſeover- 
ing itſelf from their ehooſin g the chief rooms and 
moſt diſtinguiſhed places of honour he takes 
the occaſion which ſuch a behaviour offered, to 
_ eaution them againſt Pride; —ſtates the-incon- 
venienee of the paſſion; ſhows the difa 

ments which attend it,. — the diſgrace in which 

| it generally. ends, in being fotced, at laſt,” to re- 
- cede from the pretenſions' to What is more than 
our due ;—which, wo the I e We _ 2 
25 l 55 n © 
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the paſſion is eternally peapeing us to expe, — - 
When, therefore, thou art bidden to a wedding, 

| ſays our SaviouR;, fit not down in the higheſt 

room, leſt a more honourable man than thou, be 
bidden of him; and he that bade thee and him, 
come and ſay to thee,—Give this man place 
and thou begin with ſhame to take the loweſt 

- ORR 25 RR ERS PR PTE 74-4 * og 
hut thou, when thou art bidden, go and 

ſit down in the loweſt room. Hard lecture — 
In the loweſt room? What Do I owe nothing 
to myſelf ?—Muſt I forget my ſtation, my charac- 
ter in life? —Reſign the precedence which my 
birth, my fortune, my talents, have already placed 

me in poſſeſſion of ? — Give all up! and ſuffer in- 
feriors to take my honour ?—Yes;—for that, ſays ' 
our SAVIOUR, is the road to it :t—For when he 
that bade thee cometh,” he will ſay to thee, Friend, go 
up higher ;- _—_— thou have worſhip in the pre- 


e 170 
declaration, 
ry we ſhould look beyond this life, 
and fay, That, in that day of retribution, wherein 
every high thing ſhall be brought low, and every 
irregular paſſion dealt with as it deſerves that 
pride, amongſt» the-reſt, (confidered as a vicious 
character), ſhall meet with its proper puniſiment, 
of being abaſed, and lying down for ever in ſname 
and diſhonour.—-I[t is not neceſſary we ſhould 
look ſo far forwards, for the accompliſhment of 
this: — the words ſeem not ſo much do imply the © 
threat of a diſtant puniſhment, the execution of 
which was to be reſpited to that day,—as the 
declaration of a plain truth, depending upon the 
natural courſe of W verified in 
52 * | every _ 
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it. — if it is expreſſive of this ſuperiority over 
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every hour's commerce of the world; from 
whence, as well as from our reaſoning upon the 
point, it is found, That - Pride lays us open to ſo 
many mortifying encounters, which Humility in 
_ Its own nature reſts ſecure from,—— hat verily, 
each of them, in this world, have their reward 
faichfully dealt out by the natural workings of 
mens paſſions, which, though very bad execution- 
ers in general, yet are ſo far juſt ones in this, that 
they ſeldom ſuffer the exultations of an inſolent 
temper: to eſcape the abaſement, or the deport- 
ment of an humble one to fail of the honour, 
which each of their characters do deſerve. 
In other vicious exceſſes which a man commits, 
the world (though it.is not much to its credit) ſeems 
to ſtand pretty neuter: if you are extravagant or 
intemperate, you are looked upon as the greats 
eſt enemy to yourſelf or, if an enemy to the 
publick, —— at leaſt, you are ſo remote a one to 
each individual, that no one feels himſelf im- 
mediately concerned in your puniſhment: but in 
the inſtances of pride, the attack is perſonal; for 
as this paſſion can only take its riſe from à ſecret 
compariſon, Which the party has been making of 
himſelf to my diſadvantage, every intimation he 
ives me of what he thinks of the matter, is ſo 
= a ditect injury, either as it withholds the re- 
ſpect which is my due, or perhaps denies me 
to have any; or elſe, which preſſes equally _ 
as it puts me in mind of the defects which I 
really have, and of which I am truly conſcious, 
and conſequently think myſeif the leſs deſerving 
of an admcnition : in every one of which caſes, 
the proud man, in whatever language he fpeaks 
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ges of birth or improvements, as it * 
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ed Fedm! a mean effimatiang1kind poſkbly: a very 


unfair one of the like pretenſions in myſelf,. — 


the attack, I ſay, is perſonal; and has generally 


the fate to be felt and reſented as ſuch. 

80 that with regard to the preſent i inconveni- 
encies, there is ſcarce any vice, bating ſuch as are 
immediately puniſhed by laws, which a. man may 
not indulge with more fafety to himſelf, than 


this one of pride; the humbleſt of men, not 
— ſo e en. of the paſſion themſelves, 


t they ſuffer ſo much from the overflow 
ne "of ir! in others, as to make the literal accom- 
pliſhment- of the text, a common intereſt. and 


concern; in which they are generally ſucceſsful, 


—the nature of the vice being ſuch, as not only 


to tempt you to it, but to afford wann 


itſelf of eee. humiliation. 


The proud man—ſee |—he. is fore all orer: 


touch him you put him to pain: and though, 


of all others, 1 acts as if every mortal was void 


of all ſenſe and feeling, yet is poſſeſſed with ſo 


nice and exquiſite a one himſelf, that the flights, 
the little neglects and inſtances of diſeſteem, 
which would be ſcarce felt by another man, are 
0. oa — 3 bim, and eh iat 
his 
- + would 8 proud man, was it 
only for this, that it ſhould not be in the power 
of every one who thought fit to chaſtiſo me . 
my other infirmities, however unworthy: of me, 
at leaſt will not incommode me; o Bade diſ- 


countenance do I ſee given to them, that it is not 
the world's fault, if I ſuffer by them but 


here —if I exalt myſelf, I have no proſpect of 
eſcaping j——with this vice I ſtand ſwoln up in 


** body's way, and muſt unavoidably be thruſt _ 
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take under the direction of this paſſion, 1 I" 
unkindly * ſome one, and, in return, muſt 
prepare myſelf for ſuch mortifying repulſes, as 


will bring me nee and make me 80 on * way 
__Aorrowinge 1 


This is Go ee, 6 ha and. the; ex- 

rience of life as far back as Solomon, whoſe ob- 
— upon it was the ſame, —and it will ever 
hold good, that before honour was humility, and 
a Hogs ſpirit before a fall. — Put not therefore 
Myſelf forth in the . of the ling, and ſtand. 
not in the place of great men for better is 


it——(which by the way is the very diſſuaſive in 


the text) betten is it, that it be. ſaid unto thee, 


Friend, come up higber, than tbat thou „ be. 
e een in the Nee of the prince whom thine. | 
eyes ; 
” Thus: much. for- the ia reien of this one ar- 
gument of our Saviour's, againſt Pride: 
there are many other conſiderations which expoſe 
the weakneſs of it, which his knowledge of the 
heart of man might have ſuggeſted 3 but as the 
particular occaſion hich gave riſe to this lecture 
of our SaviouR's againſt pride, naturally led 
him to ſpeak of the mortifications. which attend 
ſuch inſtances of it as he then beheld for 
this reaſon, the other arguments might be omit- 
ted, which, perhaps, in a ſet diſcourſe, would be 
doing injuſtice to the ſubject. I ſhall therefore, 


zn the remaining part of this, beg leave to offer 


ſome other conſiderations, of a moral as well as a 


religious nature, upon this ſubject, as ſo many in- 
ducements to check this weak paſſion in man; 


which, though one of the moſt inconvenient of his 
eee moſt. painful and diſcourteous 
to ſociety, yet, by a ſad Lais, ſo it is, that 


| here 1 wee * whoſe 8 
Woo 
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are immediately ſeated in our natures, to which 
— is ſo enn 2 e eee — 


ber: e whites 
That all mankind, at the bottom, were proud alike; 


chat one man differed from another, not ſo 


much in the different portions which he poſſefſed 
of it, as in the different art and addreſs by which 
he excels in the management and diſguiſe of it to 
the world. We trample, no doubt, too often, up- 
on the pride of Plato's mantle, with as great a 
pride of our own 3 on the whole, the remark 

— more ſpleen = truth in it; there being 
thouſands, (if any evidence is to be allowed) of 
the moſt unaffeched humility, and trueſt poverty 
of ſpirit, which actions can give proof of. Not- 
7 —— this, ſo much may be allowed to the 
obſervation, That Pride is a vice which grows up 
in ſociety ſo inſenſibiy.— ſteals in, unobſerved, 

upon the heart, upon ſo many 
itſelf upon ſuch ſtrange pretenlions, and, when it 
has done, veils itſelf under ſuch a variety of un- 
ſuſpected appearances, —ſometimes even under 
that of | Humility itſelf z—in all which caſes, 
Self- ore, like a falſe friend, inſtead of checking, 
moſt treacherouſly feeds this humour, points. 
out ſome excellence in every ſoul to make him 
vain, and think more highly of himſelf, chan he 
ougbt to think that, upon the whole, there is 
no one weakneſs into which the heart of man 
is more eaſily betrayed, or which requires 
greater helps of good ſenſe, and good panciples,, 
to guard againſt. T 

And firſt, the root from which ; it ſprings, is no 
inconſiderable diſcredit to the fruit. 
If you look into the beſt moral eritem, who 

| have taken pains to. ſearch. into the grounds of | 


- * 7 
* 


1 - 


this e will ene the 
vice of little and contracted ſouls: that what- 
ever affectat ion of greatneſs it enerally wears and 
carries in the looks, there is always meanneſs in 
the heart of it g haughty and an abject tem- 
per, I believeg are much nearer akin than they 
will acknowledge; like poor relations; they look. 
2 little ſhy at one another at firſt ghet; but, trace 
back their pedigree they are but collateral 
branches from the ſame ſtem; and there is ſcarce 
any one Who has not ſeen many ſuch inſtances of 
it; as one of our poets alludes to, in that admirable 
ſtroke he has given of this affinity, in bis — 
tion of à Pride which licks the dH. 
As it has meanneſt at the bottom of it, ſo rs 
juſtly charged with having weabneſs there too; of 
hich, i it gives the ſtrongeſt proof, in regard to the 
chief end it has in view, and the abſurd Wende it 
a takes to bring it e ce ee * 
- "Conſiders moewe hat ie ie che prone 
man aims at Why, —ſuch a'meafure'of re- 
| ſpect and deference as 18 due to bis ſuperior me- 
vit, C ee; HR TO SOOT RRQ AE 
Now, good ſenſe, and a knowledge of the world, 
ſhow us, that how much ſoever of theſe are due 
to a man, allowing he has made a right ealeula- 
tion, —they are ſtill dues of Tuck a fature, that 
they are not to be inſiſted upon. Honour and Re- 
ſpect muſt be a Free- offering = treat them o. 
therwiſe, and claim them from the world as a 
"3 tax, they ure ſure to be withheld; the firſt diſ. 
eovery of ſueh an expeCtation en t N W "nl | 
pre] judices your title to it for ever. 1 
Io this ſpeculative argument of its weakneſs, it 
| has n the ill fate to add another, of a more 
| "OE prone which is matter of fact; l 
* 41 Red 72 A 144 8 0 * 
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perienced to be no leſs a mark of a went brain in 
the figurative, than it is in the literal ſenſe of the 
_ expreſſion. —In-ſober truth, it is but a ſcurvy kind 
of a trick, (quoties blut Fortuna, jocuri) hen 
devil, with this paſſion in his head, and mounts 
him up, all at once, as high as ſhe can get him, 
for it is ſure to make him play ſuch phantaſtick 
| tricks, as to become the very fool of the comedy; ; 
and, was he not a'general benefactor to the world 
in making it merry, I know not how Spleen could 
be pacified during the entutionn 
A chird argument againſt;pride,! is the natural 


eonnection it has with viees of an unſocial aſpect: 
the Seri 


pture ſeldom introduces it alone Anger, 
or Strife, or Revenge, or ſome inimical paſſion, is. 
ever upon the ſtage with it; the proofs and rea- 
ſons of Which I have not time to enlarge on, and 
therefore ſhall ſay no more upon this argument, 


than this, That, was there no other —yet the bad £71] 


_ eompatty this vice is generally found in, would 
be Cf Mctent; by itſelf, to pug a man to avoid it. 
Thus much for the moral confiderations upon 
this ſubject ; a great part of Which, as they il- 
luſtrate chiefly the inconveniencies of Pride in a 
focial light, may ſeem to have a greater tendency 
to make men guard the appearanees of it, than 
conquer the paſſion itſelf, and root it out of their 
nature. To do this effectually, we muſt add the 


arguments of religion} without which, the beſt | 


moral diſcourſe may prove little better than a cold 
| 3 lecture, taught merely to govern the paſ- 
ion, ſo as not to be injurious to a man's preſent 
| Intereſt or quiet; all which, a man may learn to 


15 well enough, and yet, at the ſame time, 
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| be fete trunger t0 the beſt part of bumility, 

which implies, not a concealment. of Pride, but 
an abſolute conqueſt - over the firſt - e al 14 
which are felt in —— heart of man. S 

And firſt, one of the moſt perſuaſive- 2 | 

ments which religion offers to this end, is t — 
_ which, ariſes from the ſtate and condition of our- 
ſelves; both as to our natural and moral imper- 
fections. It is impoſſible to reflect a moment up- 
on this hint, but with a heart full of the humble 
exclamation, O God ] auhat is man !—even a thing 
of _ nought—a poor, infirm, miſerable, ſhort-lived 
creature, that paſſes away like a ſhadow; and ig 
baſtening off the ſtage, where the: theatrical titles 
and ditinQions, and the whole maſk» of Pride 
which he has worn for. a day, will fall off, and 
leave him naked, as a negleRed ſlave. Send forth 
your imagination, I beſeech you, to view the laſt 
ſcene of the greateſt and os who ever awed 
and governed the world—ſee the empty vapour 
_ diſappearing ! one of the arrows of mortality this 
moment ſticks faſt within him —8ee —it forces 
out his life, and freezes his blood and ſpirits. 
. — Approach. his bed of ſtate lift up the cur- 
tain regard a moment with, filence— - 

- —Are- theſe cold hands and pale lips, all that 
is left of him, who was canonized by his: on 
pride, or made a god of, by his flatterers & 

O my ſoul! we what dreams haſt thou been. 
bewitched 2. how haſt thou been, deluded. by the 
 obje As thou haſt ſo. eagerly. graſped at? 

if this reflection nr = natural upperfeRtion. 
of. man, which. he cannot remedy,. does never- 
theleſs ſtrike a damp upon human Pride; much 
more muſt. the conſiderations do ſo, which ariſe 


/ * h een of bis nnture. OP 


f 


4 


Survey 


confounded. for ever. 


"Y 


| . Survey yourſelves,” my dear Chriſtians, afew 


moments in this light - behold a diſobedient, un- 
grateful, intractable and diſorderly ſet of crea- 
tures, going wrong ſeven times in a day,—acting 


ſometimes every hour, of it againſt your on con- 


victions your . own intereſts, and the intentions 
of your God, who wills and propoſes. nothing but 


your happineſs and -proſperity— What reaſon does 
his view furniſh you for de ? how many does 


it ſuggeſt, to mortify and make you aſhamed !/— 
Well might the ſon of Syrach ſay, in that ſarcaſ- 
tical remark of his upon it, That PaiDpRE was nat 
wade for man for ſome. purpoſes, and for-ſome 

rticular . beings, the paſſion might have been 
— not ſor him z-—fancy, it bete you 


will, it is no where ſo improper, —it is in no crea. 


ture ſo unbecoming— 1 7 £99 * : „ / Wa 
e Zut why ſo cold an aſſent, to ſo: unconteſted 


a truth Perhaps thou haſt reaſons to be proud: 


for heaven's ſake let us hear them. Thou haſt 
the advantages of birth and title to boaſt of or 
thou ſtandeſt in the ſunſhine of court favour— 


or thou haſt a large fortune or great talents or 
much learning or Nature has beſtowed: her graces 
upon thy perſon peak 


which of theſe 


nn 
* SY 
= 


o 


foundations. haſt; thou | raiſed t 
ture.!-—Let us examine them. 


4 


Thou art well born then truſt me, it | will 


lute no one drop of thy blood to be bumble : 


Fami calls no man down from his rank, — di- 
veſts not princes of their titles; it is in life, what 
the clear obſcure is in painting, —it makes, the hero 


ſtep forth in the canvas, and. detaches his figure 
from the group, in which he eee 


49 


If thou art rich—then ſhow the greatneſs of 
thy fortune, —or, what is better, the greatneſs 


_ 
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of thy ſoul ſoul in the meekneſs of thy e 1 
condeſcend to men of low eſtate, ſupport the 
diſtreſſed, and patronize the neglected. Be 
great; but let it be in confidering riches as they 
ate, — as talents committed 1% an \ earthen 

That thou art but the receiver —and that, to be 
emo en * de vain too—is but the old fole= 
ciſm of pride and beggary, which, though they 
often eng rere maks het an abſurd ſo- 5 
eiet Nins | 

| wy thou art erte i in dent and; fiandeſt 

ceified by a ſervile tribe of dependants,—why 

| Fhouldſt thou be e phoneme they — 

h —Scourge me ſycophants; t 
have turned the heads of eaten us" well 25 
thine. ECC TY; LAY: 

"3 re it is thy own dexterity and irength which 
| have” gained thee this eminence :—allow it; but 
art thou proud, that thou ſtandeſt in a place i 
herds thou aft the mark of one man's envy, an- 

other man's ' malice, or a third man's revenge. 
where | good men may be ready to ſuſpect thee, 
and whence bad men will be ready to pull thee 
down? I would be proud of nothing that is un- 

certain. Haman was ſo, berauſe he was ad- 
mitted alone to queen Eſther's banquet; and the 
diſtinction raiſed him, — but it was fifty eu 1 
higher than he ever dreamed or thought of. 

Let us paſs on to the pretences of lea 

Dc. Sc. If thou haſt à little, thou wilt be 
. of it in courſe: if thou haſt much, and good ſerrſe 
along with it, there will be no reaſon to diſpute 


aàgainſt the paſſion : a beggarly parade of rem- 
bo noe is but a ſorry object of Pride at the beſt ; 


Bye e ee eee 
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man did of his barchet—. Alas ! 
9. — it was borrowed. N 03 hs 

t is treaſon to ſay the ſame of eee 

ever we do of the arts and ornaments with which 
Pride is wont to ſet it off: the weakeſt minds 
are moſt caught with both; being ever glad to 
win attention and credit from ſmall and ſlender 
accidents, through diſability of purehaſing them by 
better means. In truth, Beauty has ſo many 
charms, one knows not how to ſpeak againſt it 3 
and when it happens that a graceful figure is the 
habitation of a virtuous ſoul, when the beauty 
of the face ſpeaks out the modeſty and humility 
of the mind, and the juſtneſs of the proportion 
raiſes our thoughts up to the art and wiſdom of 
the great Creator, - ſomething may be allowed it, 
and ſomething ta the embelliſhments which ſet 
it off; — and yet, when the whole apology is 
read, —it will be found at laſt, that Beauty, like 
Truth, never is o ' glorious a _—_ it goes the 
aineſt. N 55 n e 
Simplicity ia the — — and if 
— be proud of any thing in this ſilly world, 
it ſnould be of this — e 
Conſider what has been fad; and may the 
Gon of all mercies and kindneſs: watch over your 
paſſions, and e eee e 
; — ge e Patina, a A eee 
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Bremen pleaſures, —climb. up after it by 
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of it, afford us, what we ſhall be ſure to ſtand 

n need of,—reft unto our uber eee roo 
—— unto our ſouls |—it is all we ent- ehe 
os of all out wiſhes. and purſuits; give us a 
proſpect of this, we take the wings of the morn= 


ing, and fly to the uttermoſt — of the earth, 


to have it in poſſeſſion : we ſeek for it in titles, in 


* 


HE nanny buſaeks of -x man, is als! rien > oh 

of his ſpirit :—the poſſeſſion of ſuch a frame 
and temper of mind, as will lead us peaceably 
"through this world, and, in the many weary ſta- 


% — 


tion, — come down again, and ſtoop for it by ava- 


rice, — try all extremes; ſtill we are gone out of 
the way, nor is it till aſter many miſerable ex 

riments, that we are convinced at laſt, we have 
been ſeeking every where ſor it, but where there 


_ was a proſpect of finding it; and that is, within 
ourſelves, in a meek and lowIy diſpoſition of heart. 


This, and this only, will give us reſt unto our 
. fouls : reſt from thoſe turbulent and haughty 
paſſions which diſturb our quiet: reſt from the 
provocations and diſappointments of the world, 


and a train of untold evils too long to be recount- 


ed inſt all which this frame and preparation 
of di is the beſt Ws 9 5 * 4 
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I beg you will go along with me in this argu- 
ment. Confider how great a ſhare of the uneaſi- 
neſſes which take up and torment our thoughts, 
ce their riſe to nothing elſe, but the diſpoſitions 
of mind which are oppoſite to this character. 
With regard to the provocations and offences 


Which are unavoidably happening to a man in his 


ſio that he cuts off the firſt fretful occaſions of . 


commerce with the world, — take it as a rule 
As a man's pride is, —ſo is always his diſpleaſure; 
—as the opinion of bimſelf rifes, ſo does the 
injury, —ſo does his reſentment: it is this which 
_ edge and force to the inſtrument which has 
_ ſtruck him, —and excites that heat in the wound, 
which renders it incurable. * nn 
See how different the caſe is with the humble 
man: one half of theſe painful conflicts he actu- 
ally eſcapes; the other part falls lightly on him : 
e provokes no man by contempt; thruſts 
himſelf forward as the mark of no man's envy; 


greateſt patt of theſe evils ; and, for thoſe in wbick 


the paſſions of others would involve him, like the 
humble ſhrub in the valley, gently gives way, and 
| ſcarce feels the injury of thoſe ſtormy encounters 
which rend the proud cedar, and tear it up by its 
LL CRT ERIENNCINNNSTONN APR 
If you conſider it, with regard to the many 
diſappointments of this life, which ariſe from the 
hopes of bettering our condition, and advancing 
in the world, the reaſoning is the ſame. 
What we expect is ever in proportion to the 
eſtimate made of ourſelves. When pride and ſelf · 


love have brought us in their account of this 
matter, —we find, that we are worthy of all ho- 
nours, fit for all places and employments:: as our 
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expeRtations fiſe and multiply, ſo muſt our diſap- 
pointments with them; and there needs nothing 
more, to lay the foundation of our unbappineſs, 
and both to ea and keep us miſerable. And in 
truth, there is nothing ſo common in life, as to ſee 
thouſands, wha, you would ſay, had all the rea- 
ſon in the world to be at reſt, ſo turn up and dif. 
quieted with forrows of this claſs; and ſo inceflant» 
ly tortured with the diſappointments which their 
pride and paſſions have created for them, that 
- though: they appear to have all the ingredients 
of happineſs in their hands, they can neither com- 
pound or uſe them: How ſhould they ? the goad 
is ever in their ſides, and ſo hurties them on from 
one expectation to another, as” tor leave - chew * 
ren day or night. : 
Humility, therefore, ads inſelf. as 2 fo» | 
curiry againſt theſe heart-aches, which, though ri- 
diculous ſametimes in the eye of the beholder, yet 
are ſerious enough to the man who ſuffers them, 
and, L believe, would make no inconſiderable ac- 
count in a true catalogue of the diſquietudes of 
mortal man: n thels,. I ay, 3 1s the 
He that in lietle in Ne is Hake evi 
his defires, and conſequently moderate in his pur» 
ſuit of them: like another man, he may fail in 
his attempts, and loſe the point he aimed at, but 
. is all ;<be loſes not himſelf, ——he loſes-not J 
happineſs and peace of mind with -itz— 


even the contentions of the humble man ate mild 
and placid. Bleſſed character l when ſuch a one 
is thruſt back, who does not pity him? when he 
12 3 en harry 20767 out a Oe reel 
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And here, I cannot help ſtopping in the midſt 

of this argument, to make à ſhort obſervation, 
which is this. When we reflect upon the cha- 
racter of Humility, we are apt to think it ſtands 
the moſt naked and defenceleſs of all virtues 


Whatever, the leaſt able to ſupport its claims a. 


ainſt the inſolent antagoniſt who ſeems ready to 
Fin him down, and all oppoſition which ſuch a 
_ temper can make. 16 3 


— - 


-- Now, if we confider him as ſtanding alone, — 


no doubt, in ſuch a caſe he will be overpowered. 
and trampled upon by his oppoſer ; but if we 
conſider the meek and lowly man as he is— 
fenced and guarded by the love, the friendſhip 
and wiſhes of all mankind, - that the other ſtands 
alone, hated, diſcountenanced, without one true 
friend or hearty well · wiſner on his ſide when 
this is balanced, we ſhall have reaſon to change 
our opinion, and be convinced, that the humble 
man, ſtrengthened with ſuch an alliance, is far 


| from. being ſo over- matched, as at ärſt Gght be 
map appear; nay, I believe, one might venture 


to go farther, and engage for it, that in all ſuck 
Caſes, where real fortitude and true perſonal cou- 
rage were wanted, he is much more likely to 
give proof of it, and I would fooner look for it in 


flach a temper, that in that of his adverſary. Pride 


may make a man violent, but Humility will make 
him firm: and which of the two, do you think, 
likely to come off with honour ?—be who acts 
from the changeable impulſe of heated blood, 
and follows the uncertain motions of his pride and 
fury, or the man who ſtands cool and collect- 
ed in himſelf, - who governs his reſentments, in- 
ſtead of being governed by them, and, on every 


— 


"ve 
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8 285 upon che ſteady motives of principle 
and duty 7 
But this the way; hom, in truth, it 
| falls in with the main argument: for, if the ob- 
ſervation is juſt, and Humility has the advantages 
where we ſhould leaſt expect them, the argument 
riſes higher in behalf of thoſe which are more 
apparently on its ſide. In all which, if the _ 
humble man finds, what the proud man muſt ne- 
ver hope for in this world, — that is, re/t to bis 
ul —ſo does he likewiſe meet with it from the 
influence ſuch a temper has upon his condition, 
under the evils of his life, not as chargeable up- 
on the vices of men, but as the portion of his 
inheritance by the appointment of Gop. For 
jf, as Job ſays, we are born to trouble as the 
ſparks fly upwards,—ſurely it is he who thinks the 
greateſt of theſe troubles below his ſins, and the 
ſmalleſt favours above his merit, that is likely 
to ſuffer the leaſt from the one, and enjoy the 
moſt from the other: it is he who poſſeſſes his 
ſioul in meekneſs, and keeps i it ſubjected to all the 
_, iſſues of fortune, that is the fartheſt. out of their 
reach. No Ile blames not the ſun, though 
it does not ripen his vine, nor bluſters at the 
_ _- winds, though they bring him no profit. If the 
fountain of the hucdble man riſes not as high as 
be could wiſh, he thinks, however, that it riſes as 
high as it ought, and, as the laws of nature ſtill 
do their duty, that he has no cauſe to complain | 
_ againſt them. 5 e eh 57 
ES ©: diſappointed of * * he, knows the pro- 
vidence of Gop is not his debtor; that 3 ; 
he has received. leſs than others, yet, as he thinks 
himſelf leſs 92 the * *. has Seaton to be 
—— 5 


4.18 the world goes untoward with the humble 
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man, in other reſpects, he knows a truth Which 


the proud man does never acknowledge, and that 
is, that the world was not made for him; and 
therefore, how little ſhare ſoever he has of its 
advantages, he ſees an argument of content, 
in reflecting how little it is, that a compound of 
ſin, of ien een and 0 has en to ex- 


A ſoul thus WENDY and 1 is 8861 
cmoothly- down the - ſtreams of providencez—no 


temptations in his paſſage diſquiet him with era | 


ſire, — no dangers alarm him with fear: though ope 


to all the changes and chances of others, yet, he 


ſeeing the juſtice of | what happens, and humbly 


giving way to the blow, . b he is ſmitten, be 


is not ſmitten. like other men, or fouls the: {mart 
which they do. 
Thus much for the doctrine of. humility; let 
us now look towards the example of it. 
It is obſerved by ſome one, that as pride was the 
through which fin and-miſery entered into 
the world, and gave our enemy the triumph of 
ruining our nature, that therefore the Son of Gop, 


who came to ſeek and to ſave that which was loſt, | 


when he entered upon the work of our reſtor 

he began at the very. point where he knew we 

1 failed; and this he did, by endeavouring to 
"I the ſoul of man back to its original temper 


umility; ſo that his firſt publick addreſs from 


| the Mount, = n with a declaration of blefſedneſs 
to the poor in ſpirit, and almoſt his laſt exhorta» 
tion in the text, was to copy the fair original he 


had ſet them of this ney e . nere 
_— 


be meek _— in heart. 


— 


— 


» 4 | ' 


— 


e 


the prophet 
: deſc rĩiption of, 


lineſs, nor an phe t.t ould deſire 
8 him. The pus TAs, fs. ten. 


the poverty of. his. life, —tbe 


2 21 | 7 1 3 | 


op. Ct 502 . 


E 1 fe, or ar 5 ew of e . by 
followers, Put 10 galt a. d ee em for THe 


by appearing himſelf rather as t than 
maſter, comin 0 he be continua mt ared,. —4 


| untg,, 5 to, 1 


95 .foretold, in that moptnful 
» £9, 9 — ng form, or come- 


to be miniſter 


1 
8 
. 


untary ee 9 


which it was, engaged, in preaching the goſ- 


pel to the poor, — the i inconveniencies which at- 


tended the execution of it, in having no where 


to lay his head, —all ſpoke hs ſame lang 
tothe 


Thar the GO of ſhould ſubmit. 
Luſpicion of an imp 


ure: his humble de- 
r e under that, and a \thouſand - l 
charac» 


abe, 4 
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mulefaQtor, dragged to Calvary, without  oppoſi- 
tion, inſulted without complaint. x 
Bleſſed Jes us !—How can the man who calls 
upon thy name, but learn of thee to be meek 
and lowly in heart? How can he but profit, when 
5 ſuch a leſſon was ſeconded „ from an aber Pry wh 
If humility ſhines ſo bright in the character of 
Cunts, ſo does it in hill of his religion the 
true ſpirit of which, tends all the ſame way. 
Chriſtianity, when rightly explained and prac- 
tiſed, is | meckneſs an candour, and wile and 
cubes and there is no one paſſion our Sa- 
VIOUR rebukes ſo often, or with ſo much ſha 
neſs; as that one, which is fubyerfive of theſe 
kind effects, and that is pride, which, in propor- 
tion as it governs us, neceſfarily leads us on to a 
diſcourteous opinion and treatment of others. —1 
ſay, neceſſarily—becaufe it is a natural conſequence, 
and the progreſs from the one to the unde un- 


WY avoidable. 


This our SINCE often bia in * rt | 


ractet of the Phariſees they ' truſted in them- 
ſelves, —it was no wonder, chen, _ n o- 


thers. 5 

This, 1 Falter might principally relate to: 70 
rituat pride, which, by the way, is the hot 
all pride z—and, as it is a very bad ſpecies of a 


very bad paſſion, I cannot do better than conclude 
the difcourſe with ſome remarks upon it. 


„ 


In moſt conceits of a religious ſuperiority, there 
bas uſually gone, hand in hand with it, another 
fancy, which, I ſuppoſe, has fed it—and that is, 

2 perſuaſion of ſome more than ordinary aids and 

illuminations from SETS 1 us examine this | 
mann,. | 


> Vol. V. 8 f , 0 of | E 5+ N That 
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fluence and aſſiſtance of God's Spi- 


rit, in a way imperceptible to us, do enable us 
to render him an deceptable ſerviee; we learn from 
ſcrĩpture: Ain What partieular manner this is ef- 
fected, ſo that the act Tagen ſtill be imputed ours 
_ =the Fetipture ſays not: we know only the ac- 
Count is ſo; but as for any ſenſible demonſtrati- 
ons of its workings $5, to be felt as ſuch within us 
the word of Gp is utterly Glent'; nor can that 
ſilence be ſupplied by any experience. We have 
none z unlefs you call the falſe pretences to it 
e by an enthufiaſtick or diſtemper- 
ed fancy. Ks expreſsly #s we are told, and pray 
for the inſpiration of Gop's 8 Spirit, there are no 
| Poe fixed, nor can any be ever marked, to 
diltingulſn them from the efforts and determina- 
tions of our own reaſon: and as firmly as moſt 
Chriſtians believe the effetxs of them upon their 
hearts, I may even ventute to affirm, that ſince 
the promiſes were made, there never was à Chriſ- 
tian, öf a cool head, and Tound ju 1.0 jent, that, in 
any inſtänce of a change of life, would” prefume 
to ſay, which part of his reſormation was owing 
to divine help, or Which to the operations of his 
on mind, or who, upon looking back, would 
pretend to rike the line, and ſay, Here it was | 
E that my own 'refleCtions ended, and at this 
point the ſuggeſtions of the 'Opirix 6f Go began 
2 take place. 

However backwards the world 5 550 l in for- 
e e, in the diſcovery of ſuch points as Gon 
never meant us to know, we have been more ſuc- 
ceſsful in our own days: thouſands-can trace out, 

now, the impreſſions of this divine intercourſe in 
themſelves, from the firſt moment they received 

| 192 and with ſuch diſtinct intelligence of its _ 
TE * 


|; 5 to the old terms of the in- comings and In-dwel- 


| 55 8 1 oN XXV. f 83 
eat and, Sedus to alte no enden of 


th seg . U G Ui 47 
It 9 ed, that the preſent, age be 
altogether, 17 en of i yg 
were toq many grounds given to improve on in 
the religious cant of the * AT. when, 
in-comingss: . in-dwelli . 3 id outr lettings. 
Spirit, were the fubjects of ſo much. 
and when, as they de now, the moſt illiterate 
mechanioks, who, 28 4 7 Age d of them, 
were much cating to make. a; pulpit, t than get, in- 
to one, were yet able ſo, to, tame their 
to the nonſenſe of the times, as ta begot an opinion 
in their followers, not only that, Il W and 

pteached by inſpiration, but tha oft go m- 
mon e th JO bop ge Fein the _ 
Spirit.of the Lo ho aber 


cots 1 A 
The tenets off the eee Auzet 
peaple) are collateral, d gendants 1 the ſame 
enthuſiaſtick original; and, their agcpunts and 
way of reaſoning upon their, ina light and ſpi- 
ritual worſhip, are much the ſame; which laſt 
they carry thus much Farther, a8 to believe the 
Holy Ghoſt, comes down upon their r aſſemblies, 
and moves them, without regatd to condition or 
ſex, to make interceſſions with unutterable groans. 
So that, in fact, the opinions of Methodiſts, | 
upon which 1 was firſt. entering, is but a republi- 
cation, with ſome alterations, of the ſame extrava- 
| gant conceitsz and as enthuſiaſm generally ſpeaks 
the ſame language i in all ages, it is but too ſadly 
verified in this: for though we have not yet got 


lings of che Spirit, yet we have arcived to the firſt 
feelings of its entrance, recorded with as particu- 
lar an nee as an act of filiation, —ſo that 

C2 N numbers 
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numbers will tell you the identical place, the day 
of the monch, and the hour of the night, when 
the Spirit came in upon them, and took poſſeſſion 
enn SAVOY Praldilt hes 
Now, there is this inconvenience on our fide, 
_ "that there e n argaing with a frenzy of this 
kind: fer unleſt à fepreſentation of the caſe, be 
a confitation56f its folly to them, they muſt for 
ever be led ciprive/by drluſion from which no 
reaſoner can redeem them: for if you ſhould in- 
quire upon what evidence ſo ſtrange a perſuaſion - 
is grounded? they will tell you, They feel it 
is ſo.” If you reply, That this is no convic- 
tion to you, who do not feel it like them, and 
therefore, would wiſh to be ſatisfied, by what to- 
kens they are able to diftinguiſh ſuch emotions, 
from thoſe of fancy and complexion ? they will 
_ anſwer, That the manner of it is incommunica- 
ble by human language; but it is a matter of fact: 
they feel its qperations as plain and diſtinct, as 
the natural ſenfations of pleaſure, or the pains of 
a diſordered body. And fince I have mentioned 
_ a diſordered body, I cannot help ſaggeſting, that, 
amongſt the more ſerious and deluded of this ſe, 
it is much to be doubted, whether a difordered 
| body $4 Pot oft-times as great a ſhare in letting 
in theſe conceits, as a diſordered mid. 
When a poor diſconſolated drooping creature is 
terrified fiom all enjoyment, ——prays without 
Ceaſing, till his imagination is heated, —fafts, and 
mortifies, and mopes, till his body is in as bad a 
.-  Plight as his mind; is it a wonder, that the me- 
chanical diſturbances and conſſicts of an empty 
belly, interpreted by an empty head, ſhould be 
miſtook for workings of a different kind from 
What they are? or that, in ſuch a ſituation, —_ 8 
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- the mind ſits upon the watch for extraordinary 
occurrences, and the imagination is pre- engaged 
on its ſide; is it ſtrange if every commotion-ſhould 
help to fia him in this malady, and make him a 
* ſubject for the wen 169 of err gr, 8 
a Divun ed ni tdi ei et n 
In many caſes, ie ſeem ſo much aboye,.the the 
{kill of either, 275 en _ OE EN re- 
buke this! ing ſpirit, and e it 3 
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ie no one gr 18 & to iclicehs whole 
kace of mach is ſo feb eee) a bubble, 
that of b being thou ght wiſe; it affect 
bf. it is ſo viſible, in men of al 1 
p of ou every day fee fome one br other 16 ve 
ee to Sabi the charaktet, as not to allow 

poet leiſure to do the things Which fairly win 
ö e more art and ſtratagem to appear 


eye b of the world, than what would fuf- 
> wing 95 & force of this Sia that You 
e 


Ratet ich ſo in truth! ane e THITY es 
ner „ there is no injury touches . 
as An füllt upon wv arts and e 
5 cath of other Fdefekb, that he w 
1 induſtry, or "application,—be will te 
your 
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your reproof with patience.—Nay, you may go 
farther: take him in a proper ſeaſon, you may 
tax his morals; you may tell him he is irregulat - 
= in his conduct, paſſionate or revengeful in his na- 
1 ture, looſe in his prinGples : deliver it Fith the 
1 gentleneſs of a friend, poſſibly he will not only bear 
with you, but, if ingenuous, he will thank you 
for your lecture, and promiſe a reformation ; but 
Hint—hint but at a defect in his intellectuals, 
touch but that fore: place fm that moment 
you are looked upon as an enemy ſent to torment | 
bim before his time, and, in return, may reckon 
upon his reſentment and ill-will for ever; ſo that, 
in general, you will find it ſafer to tell a man 
that he is a knave, than a fool; and ſtand a better 
chance of being>forgivenz ſor proving he has been 
wanting in a point of common honeſty; than in a 
point of common ſenſe. OO NE 8 
Strange ſouls that we are —as if, to live well, 
was not the greateſt argument of wiſdom; —and, 
as if what reffected upon our morals, did not 
moſt of all reflect upon out underſtandi 7 FE: 
his, bowever, is a reflection we make a ſhift 
"to-overlook in the heat of this purſuit; and though 
Ve all covet this great character of wiſdom, there 
Ade ſcaxce, any point wberein we betray more folly 
than in our judgments concerning it;; © rarely 
bringing this precious ore eithet᷑ to the fe or the 
balance; and though it is of the laſt conſequence 
not to be deceived in it, we generally take it up- 
on truſt; ſeldom ſuſpe& the. quality, but never 
Ae of whe bas fallen to our lot.“ 
that, however inconfiſtent a man Mall Be i his 
E of this, and what, abſurd meaſures” ſo- 
eier be takes eee i . e 
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duct of his Efes he ſtill fpeals comfort ee hie 
ſculz amd, like Solomon, when he bad leaſt pre- 
tence fut it; in«che midſts of his Honſe 


cry outlamd ſay Phar a/ wy wijioni t#mainerh "with 
mes 2910 203 10 Nins 593 0) bull o 3090003 


che politicians of this world, n them> 
Pods mri nt es claims of wiſdom, 
but che knowledge of men and bufineſs the un⸗ 
derſtanding the intereſts of ſtates z the intrigues 


Wo neſſes of foreign miniſters; and turning them, 
14 anch alb events do thei country's glory and Advan- 


magen s 5d 02 151 203; Bot. id, hem ac 


| therwiain point of! whidom isghs rake eafelof bim 
elf p tobe wife in hig generstien ; c make ule” 
of the opportunity, whilſt he has it, of rang 4 
fortune, and heraldizing à name! Far wide is 
the e g ſtudious man (wWhoſe office is 
jn the clouds) from ſuch little ideas: wiſdom 


ture; Jounding - 3116: Hehe wf af arts . ſeiences 5 
meaſuring the heavens; tellin 8 
the ſtars, and calling them al by der er 
ſo that, hen, in our buſy e we hare” 

built and unbuilt again God's flories in the heavens, 

and fancy we have found out the point beet 
on tq fit the foundations of the earth, and, in 
the language of the book of Job, have Taree! 
out the corner-ftone' thereof, we think our titles 

to wiſdom built upon the fame baſis with thoſe 
of our e ws” er 1 * Auer 

for ever, A es 

1 5 The 


| 5 


** 


02 will 


"WiharezHhenglwwiſtomrzobe found? and where | 
isithe/place ofounderſtanding ? dier Qanimigol bas 


of i Hurts z the finding out che paſſions ande 


' Vos ſo-che/little man of bie d, 0 Kinks” 


dwells, with him, im finding out the ſecrets of na- 
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The miſtake, of theſe pretenders ** at 
large by the Apoſtle, in the: chapter from which 
the, tert is taken, Profeſſing themfelves. Wasn 
in expreſſion (by the way) St. Paul- is 
- thought to allude to the vanity of the Greeks and 
Romans, who, being great encoptagets of Arts 
and learning, which they had carried to entraor- 
dinary heights, conſidered all other nations as Fur- 
bariant, in reſpect of themſelves 51 and amongſt 
am Dr of 
inquiry, had aſſumed ta 
210 h great -Audecqrum,cuthgn title f — 
Man; gane bag eigen Ani: 910% lo nls 
With what: parade and oſtemt ation ſoever- this 
was made out, it had the fate to be attended with 
one of the moſt, mortifying: abaſaments which 
could ha happen to wiſdom 4; audutbat was ancignys = 
rance of-thoſe points which. mmoſt concerned man 
to: SRO to t e of; lid ia ö nt © 
15 he. ſhows from the general Rate. ofuthe 
Gens world, in the, great article af Iheigiſ - 
congeptions of the Deity ; and, as wrong notitns 
Produce wrong actions, —of the duties and ſeruiaes 
they oed to him, de . idee abe they 
owed io one another 34 ett on SCIKLES I 
ber aboughs. as, he. argues ich idee foregoing Herz: 
Foe Single things ef bim \ from. the-oreation uf i 
the;woxld ug ht be clegrly ſeen, and -underflaod, hy Al 
7 that are made: that is, though Ganz by= 
dur weng diſcovery of himſeif, had ever Hichbe e 


eee evident prooſs of iaigter nab 
Being his inſi . two 


ac ta che . DEE p1 
gat; 1 55 trace marks of his 
| goodneſs, and nd. the, viſible trams and e 


2 ubs a they mike of the po 
Aron This great diſcover y, 


Jund truth, they fell into the moſt» groſs and ab- 


dtdte mot diſhomourable 


0 The fountain ef religion being thus Ns. 
ono wonder the ſtream ſhowed! 222 effects, which 


liciouſneſs, full of murder, envy, 

+lignity; wbifperets, backbiters, —— Ga, 
7 { boaſters, inventors of evil things, 10 | 
9 dient to. parents; without underſtanding, with- 


10g , rH 5ru tu barre on ; 
l. Paeichele diforders, if fairly conſidered; you 
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world 3. Pet) ſo eee WANT Rory 
cuſe,; thats thongh they knew God, and ſaw 

bee nd foperaription 
kits: frorks5n gaz: they, glorified him not. bad a 
wers given them 

thats inſtead of ador- 
ing the Being thus manifeſted to them, in purity 


ſurd / deluſions z; changed the glory of the incor- 
tuptibie God, into an image 1 
Hen, ef bird, to fun ſooted briſir am rnecqpin 
ih. -Freſgſſag elves) \to be mise, they "4 
came fools, All their ſpecious wiſdom was but a 
- more, ghitteringrkind of 5 


allt miftakes; in Tet 
up fictitibus gods, ito teceite the tribute öf N 
adoratiowanttrthanks. eM NN err F ron ranrgrt 


ane oberged upoit dem in the following worde, 


* here the: deſeribes the heathen; world ar full ref” 


all 'uririghteouſneſs, fornication, | covetouſneſs, ma- 


ma. 


out natural affections, implacable, unmereiful! 
oy in heaven defend us from ſuch à cata- 


will ſay, have, in no age, ariſen ſo much from 


want of light, as a want of diſpoſition to follow | 


the light which Gop has ever imparted: that the 


law written in their hearts, was clear and expreſs. 


N for any * reaſonable 9 and would 
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La: directed them, had they not uffered their 
paſſions more forcibly (to direftabery/otherwile :. 
that if we are to from this eff. rej 
the corruption the world, the ſam 8 
will recur even againſt the Ohiriſtiah on ; 
- fince mankind have! at/ leaſt been a witkedoin 
later days, as in the more remote and HH) 
ages of the world: and that; if we (may truſt 
to facts; there are no yiver whichithe Apoſtle 
yo upon'the-heathen hare /pregch- 
res biste aral debe e in-the-Chriftian, 5 


world -finceriob): we 225 115 ia N Wedel 
his nkcrffaril vs a Whe- 
-ther Chriſt Nabi e the world anyiferviee ? 


and, How far * -morals of 1 
better fince this ſyſtem has been embrace? be 
In litigating this, one might oppoſe! fa 9 to- 5 
Facts, to ſthe end of the World withour 
jot nearer the point. Let us fee bows; fat that | 
- miſtakes concerning the Deity, -with throw litt 
upon the ſubject. 1 reh tte ** M 25 Ker Na 
That there was one ſupreme Being. wbt made 
this world, and who. oùgbt to be worfflij b 
bis creatures, is the — of all egi 
fo obvious a truth in nature, that Reaſon; 88 the 
Apoſtle acknowledges, was alway able to diſcayer 
it and yet it ſeems ſtrange, that the ſamt faculty 
which made the diſcovery, ſhould be ſo little gble 
to pag: ie true to its own judgment, atid;fuppet it: 
2 of wrong heads, and 
E An — weak ones towards jdokatry: and: 
* multiplicity of gods. G ail 544 
For want of — to bive;gaentband: im 
5 with nn * e abuſer for 


= 
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te gods f the tand, to 
ß the infer nal regions ; 


 eHiewat times and places for | 
ton of cheir gods; ſo: that there was ſcarce a ham 


naughi as able to :controlor wii 
was ſuppaſed . ic reſt — — | 
N 8 actꝭ within ſuch parts 'of 

is e 


ot 
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i mine Acchatge deb ni wk 

» the. /maker and ſupporter of ; 
van n cart! infinite in wiſdom' and 8 
Wige, and. Al perfactions How ſobn- wd this 

mpje adva loſtcrand, manhindq led to diſpoſe cf 
thoſe. attributas inberenti in the Godbead, and di- 
Mide and ſubdi vide them again amongſt deities, 
Mhich theit ov dreams had. given. ſubſtance to; 
hib eternal ꝓqwer and dominion parcelled out 
gods of. 3 
; arhilit: the great Gon of 
ee ee uhrovredeth, cover al] 
Abs kingdom of the world; who is fo that 
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power, 


krete hon 


mpire, as they diſmembered and e e 


ene 8.90) av 134-216 H; 
IAH be number of: tbai{gois;; and this partition 


beirpqwer, would leffen the idea of their. 
ig eee be the opinions of their rope 


W 5 n inkteadiof that glorious· deſeription, which 
eee gives of . The Ancient ot Days, who 


2*4; inhabiteth eternity,” they E albgned par- | 
births and educa- 


let, ar cuen : a deſert, in Greece or Italy, which was 
not rendered memorable by ſome favour or. acci- f 
dent of this kind? e 2333 $4 4 40 (iy 2 * mb TY 


And, what rendered ſuch conceits the more - 


groſs ant abſurd, - they. ſuppoſed.-not. only | that 
the gods they worſhipped had a beginning, but 


4 that, they; were produced by fleſhly parents 3 and 


ney: they ; attributed to)-them: corporeal 
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W 0 Aulgedhe f 
- this they were a little conſiſtent ;; , for<theie. dul. 
ties feemedeto partake ſo much of whe thraiktien 
to which fleſh ant hleodi i ſuhj ett, bchat Feir 
biſtory and' their p 
and might reaſonably; claim each otherd i Hrn 
| imputed to them, no t only the hudmahndefeds 
of ignorance, want, N e the dike; burt the 
moſt unmaniy ſenſualities, andy what i would-be 
_ -a reproach to human nature, uch ws! dr u⁰E,iy au- 
ultexies, rapes, inſtaſts; ; andgoevenionn; this a0. 
counts whichiwe! barakonitedabllmetiol bf 
Lee, ate: they r 
les amongſt, themſelves o antvigues, 
| To ;jealouſics;: their: nagoxernmablei:tranfpor tranfporia of 
_choler,—nay,.even«theis thefta, theis drunbenneſa, 
nn Did momtih Nd! 25 igen 7:8 
Here let us ſtop a moment, and wa ay oa What : 
3 n ee crably 
- inſulted: and:abuſed? :Whete held de be 
wbilſt her bulwarks were thun borne d6wng and 
bet firſt principles of religion and truth lap hari. 
ed under ibem If ſhe. was. able, .by-hexfelf; tp 
in the power ſhe bad Joſt, and put a-ttop toi this 
Folly and confuſion, hy did ſhe not 7 uff the/was 
- not AG e reſiſt this! torrent alone Ihe point 
19. LA aid; and revelation.his 
given Ad e Saber; atdioamnarm bawbass woo. 
But „ reaſon, you will Gay; could engt o- 
verthrow theſe popular miſtakes, yet it. ſa the 


: folly; of (hems! ah: Was at! all times able tod 
proxe them. 2 AL GIL, 15 16 boy Sat 
No doubt it was z and it id certain wo, that | 
the more: diligent inquirers after truth did not, 
inf, f an into Wen W Wee ks 75 
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che way, is an obſervation more to our pu Bere 
than theirs who ufually make it, and flown hat 
6 8 their — ah were good, that there al- 
which they could not wy 
* Wem fa weight, as would lay an 
upon mankind to embrace them,; and 
Fries.) that to be a , which otherwite was but 
un opinion without force 
Beſſdes, which is 4 bes decb⸗ anfcer, 
= chougb itis true, the ableſt men 
ente a ae melee of gods (for Sa 
à religion for eee nt de dc fer) the po- 
pulace) FN were guilty of what in effect Was 
equally bad, in holding am opinion which netef- 
 farily ſupperted "theſe very miſtakes; namely, 4 
that; as different nations had! different gods, it 
Was every mar'g0duty (ſuppoſe more for quiet- 
'Heſs'than. principtes:fake):1to:worſhip'the gods of 
His county g which by the wayg conſidering their 
numbers, was not fo eaſy a taſk ; for, what with 
Celeſtial} pods; and gods aerial, terreſtrlal and in- 
Fernal, with the goddeſſes their wives and miſ- 
treſſes , upon the loweſt computation, the heathen 
World acknowledged no leſs than thirty thouſand 
-Fities, all Which claimed the rites and eeremo- | 
mies of religious worſhip; 0 50 7907 oo ye 
Butz it will/be aid,” allowing the bulk of 
"mankind" were under ſuch deluſions they 
Veie ein bur ſpeculative.— What was that 
to their practice? However defective in their 
Aidology and more abſtracted 'points, ——their- ' 
m was no way connected with it 
There s s no need, that the everlaſting laws of 
juſtice and mercy mould be fetched down from 
Above; ſince they can be proved from more 
_ abvious mediums: they were as neceſſary _ 
the- 
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ſocial virtues, is unqueſt 


ed motive which can hs 
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Ae ſame good purpoles; of ſociety then, as now 
and we may preſume they ſaw. —— 
purſued it. BO r 260 nftevr fig dauo: . 

hat the- neceſſities' of ſociety, and the im- 
poſſibilities of i its ſubſiſting otherwiſe; would — 4 
out the convenience, or, if you will the dut 


ionable:— but I firmly 
deny, that therefore religion and morality are — 4 


dependent of each other they appear ſo fat from 
it, that I cannot coneeive how the one, i the true 


and meritotlous ſenſe ol the duty, can act wichout 
the influence of the other Butrly the — og 


be depended 
virtoe, —muſt — 


the uniform practice of 


of that Being) in whoſe/Gght 17 


-vurſelves acceptable; this ents at alltimes 
and all places in the darkeſt; cloſet, as much 
as on the-greateſt and-molt-publick theatres of the 
witrldht ee 9 n ot e bet 
But with different congeptions af the Deity, 
or ſuch impure: ones às they entertained, is it 
to be doubted, whether, in the many ſesret trials 
of our virtue; we ſhould not determine aur eaſes 
of conſcience with much the ſame lind of caſuiſt- 
ry as that of the Libertine in Terence, who being 
engaged in a very unjuſtiſtable put ſuit, and hape 
pening to ſec a picture which' repreſented a known 
ſtory of- Jupiter in alike tranſaction - argued the 
matter thus within himſelf: If the great Jupi- 


ter could reſtrain. his appetites; and d 
Hhimſelf us ts bes of be e 


an inconfiderable- mortal too, clothed with in- 
* _ . nnd I N a vir 


5 $! | 
rf 1% 
i : 8 — 
o ? , 2 
= s | . 2 


- 


S fy Homumntig, hoc non facerem ] hall by a motteh - LN 


"4 


& - SER'M © N:: XXVL | 
tue, which the father of gods and men could: not? 
Wal nefolente't ic: 6 ld bona it chk, Rlces 
I be concluſion was natural enough;z—and ag 
ſo great a maſter of nature puts it into the mouth 
pf one of his principal characters, no doubt the 
Jonguage was then underſtood : —it was copied 
ffrom common life, and was not the firſt applica- 
tion which had been made of the ſtory... 
Ir will ſcarce admit of a queſtion, Whether 
vice would not naturally grow bold upon the 
4 erxedit of ſuch an grample zor, Whether ſuch 
Aümpreſſions did not inſſuence the lires and morals 
been no other 


deney of ſuch notions to corrupt is had. been 
Authcient reaſon to believe it Was. o,, tf bg ty 
No doubt, there is ſufficient room, for amend - 
ment in the Chriſtian world, —and we may be ſaid 

to be a very corrupt and bad generation of men, 
conſidering what motives we have from the pu- 

ity of our religion, and the force of its ſanctions 

to make us better: —yet, ſtill I affirm, if theſe 
xeſtraints were taken off, the world would be in- 
finitely worfe :—and though ſome ſenſe of morali- 

ty might be preſerved, as it was in the heathen 
world, with the more conſiderate of us, yet, in 
general, I am perſuaded, that the bulk of man- 
kind, upon ſuch a ſuppoſition, would ſoon come 

0 live without Gop in ibe vuorld; and, in a ſhort 

lime, differ from Indians themſelves in little elſe 

but their complexionss. | 17 25 


It, after all, the Chriſtian religion has not left a 
ſufficient proviſion againſt the wickedneſs of the 


there can be none. 
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9 As the following Sermon, upon Abuſes of 
. Conſcience, has already appeared in the bo- 
dy of a moral work, more read than underſtood, 
the Editor begs pardon of thoſe who have pur- 
chaſed.it in that ſhape, and this alſo, for being 

made to pay twice actually for the ſame thing. 
Ehe caſe is common but it was judged, 
that ſome might better like it, and others bettet 
underſtand it, juſt as it was preached, than with 
the breaks and interruptions given to the ſenſe and 
argument, as it ſtands there offered to the world. 

It was an Aſſize Sermon, preached in the Ca- 
thedral Church at Tork, and wrote by the fame 
hand with the others in theſe four volumes ; and, 
as they are probably the laſt {except the ſweep» 
ings of the Author's ſtudy after his death) that 

will be publiſhed, it was thought fit to add it to 
the colleftion——where, moreover, it ſtands a 
chance of being read by.many grave people with 
ae, {0 TETIES O98 

All the Editor wiſhes, is, That this may not, 

after all, be one of thoſe many abuſes of it ſet 

forth in what he is now going to read. POT 5. 
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is any | 1 5 1550 f. a man may dep 


0 upon, and to ' kfiowledy e of which he is. ca- 


pable of. arfivit n the moft indiſpi utable evis 

We it mut bis very chin — hether he 

has a good C Cont ence or no. 1 
If a . thinks at all, he cannot Wal de a 


He muſt 170 1 1 hig, paſt putfuits, aud "know 
certainly't e true fp Tings nd worives, which, in | 
8 1¹ 
In other matters, we may be deceived by falſe 


appearances ; ; and, as the wiſe man complains, 


29 do. ave gueſs aright at the things that are 

on. the earth, and with labour do due fd, the 
ings that are 1 Us. But * here, the mind 
op all the evidence and facts within herſelf; — 
is conſcious of the web ſhe has wove ; knows 


its texture. and fineneſs, and the exact ſhare 
which every a has had in working upon the- 


ſeveral: 
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revert deſigns, which virtue or vice has planet | 
before her. | 

Now. — as Conſcience i is wothing elſe but the 
knowledge which the mind has within itſelf of 
this; and the judgment, either of approbation 
or cenſure, which it unavoidably makes upon the 
ſucceſſive actions of eur lwes,—it is plain, you 
will ſay, from the very terms of the aer 
whenever this inward. teſtimony | inſt a 


man, 00 K. ſtands {dtgoraſey N muſt 


nedeffari be a Zuiliy man. 
ry, when ihe report is da . on 9 
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his heart condemns deg not,—that it 5 go Int 
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ſhow its face as an advocate; for an angartantable 
enjoyment; — ot, laſtly, were we aſſured, that 
INTEREST ſtood always unconcerned., whilſt the 
cauſe. was hearing, and that Passion never 
got into the judgment · ſeat, and pronounced ſen- 
tence, in the ſtead of reaſon, which is ſuppoſed al- 
"a to preſide and determine upon the caſe. 
this truly ſo, as the objection muſt ſuppoſe, 
no doubt, then, the religious and moral ſtate of a 
man would be exactly — he himſelf eſteemed 
it z—and the guilt or innocence of every man's 
life could be known, in general, by no better 
meaſure than; the degrees of bis own approbation 
g or cenſure. Autun 903 Ante 16 * . 
1. own, in one caſe, uh enever a man's Con- 
ſcience does accuſe him 28 it ſeldom errs on that | 
fide) that he is 2 3, and, unleſs in melancholy = 
and hypocho nd caſes, we may ſafely pro? 
nounce, that Lies are always lader grounds for 5 
the accuſation ent os. va de 7 
, But, the convert. of: the. propoſition, will not 
Bold true namely, That Wherever there is 
guilt, the Conſcience muſt accuſe and, if it 
does not, that a man is therefore innocent. — This 
is not fact: ſo that the common conſolation 
which ſome. good Chriſtian, or other is hourly ad- 
miniſteting to himſelf, --— That he thanks GoD 
his mind does not miſgive him z—and that, con- 
ſequently, be has a good Conſcience, becauſe he 
has a quiet one As current as the inference 
is, and as infallible as the rule appears. at firſt 
fight, yet, when you look nearer to it, and try 
the truth of this rule upon plain facts, — you find 
it liable to ſo much error, from a falle applica- 
tion of it; the principle on which it goes, ſo 
often peryerteg the whole force of it 2 
: an 


* 


n 
* 


1 


bl vey J. a BHD ai ge oe hire 


S8 unn οp Nn. 94 
and ſometimes ſo vilely caſt away, that it is pain- 


ful to produce the common examples from human 9 
life, which confirm this account. bBoott 123117 


A man ſhall be vicious, and utterty Gecbauched 


In his principles; etceptionable in his conduct to 


the world :—ſhall live ſhameleſs, —in the open 
commiſſion of à ſin which no reaſon or pretence 
can juſtify a fin, by which, Te hl to all the 


workings of hamanity within, he ſflall ruin, for 
ever, the deluded partner oF his güflt; rob her 
of her beſt dowry Land not only Cover her o Vw 
head with diſhonour, but involve à whole virtuous 
family in ſhame and ſotrot for her fake.4Surely, 
—you will think, Conſcience mult lead ſuch a 
man a troubleſome life: — be can have no reſt, 


night or day, from its reproaches. 2205 9 5 


Alas! Confcience had ſomthing elſe to do, all 
this time, than break in upon him; as Elyjah re- 
proached the god Baal, this dome/litÞ gad was ei - 
ther talking or purſuing, or was in d fourney, or 


peradventure, he ſlept, and could not be awoke. Per- 


ed, ſelfiſn wretch, —incapable either of private 
friendſhips, or publick ſpirit.— Take notice how 
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prif6n opening its gate upon him. — 15 
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a IS : 
Aren of Iſrael had. fanned again the Lord their 
1 1 who had brought them up out the land of 


— 
_W 


TH words of the text account for the cauſe 
4 of a ſad calamity, which is related, in the 
foregoing verſes, to have befallen a great number 
of Iſraclites, who were ſurpriſed in the capital 
city of Samaria, by Hoſea king of Afyria, and 
_ cruelly carried away by him out of their own 
country, and placed on the deſolate frontiers of 
Halah, and in Haber, by the river Gozan, and- 
in the city of the Medes, and there confined to 
end their days in ſorrow and captivity.————Up. 
on which the ſacred hiſtorian, inſtead of account- 
ing for ſo ſad an event merely from political ſprings 
and cauſes; ſuch, for inſtance, as the fuperior 
ſtrength and policy of the enemy, —or an unſea- 
ſonable provocation given,—or that proper mea- 
ſures of defence were neglected he traces it 
op, in one word, to its true eauſe For ſo it 
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Was, ſays he, that the children of Iſrael had ſinned 
againſt the Lord their God, who had brought 
them up out of the land of Egypt. —It was ſurely 

a ſufficient foundation to dread ſome evil. 
that they had ſinned againſt that Being who had 
an unqueſtionable right to their obedience.— But, 
What an aggravation was it, that they had not 
only ſinned ſimply againſt the truth, but againſt 
the God of mercies,——who had brought them 
forth out of the land of Egypt; who not only 
created, upheld, and favoured them with ſo ma- 
ny advantages in common with the reſt of their 
 fellow-creatures,-but who had been particularly 
kind to them in their misfortunes;——who, when 
they were in the houſe of bondage, in the moſt 
hopeleſs condition, without a proſpect of any na- 
| tural means of redreſs, had compaſſionately heard 
their cry, and took pity upon the afflictions of a 
diſtrefled people. and, by a chain of miracles, 
delivered them from ſervitude and oppreſſion z—— 
—miracles of ſo ſtupendous a nature, that I take 
delight to offer them, as often as 'L have an op- 
portunity, to your devouteſt contemplations !— 
This, you would think, as high and as compli- 
cated an aggravation of their fins as could be ur- 
ged. —This was net all ;—-for, beſides God's 
* goodneſs, in firſt favouring their miraculous e- 
ſcape, a ſeries of ſucceſſes, not to be accounted 
for from ſecond cauſes, and the natural courſe of 
events, had crowned their heads in ſo remarkable 
a manner, as to afford an evident proof, not only 
of his general concern for their welfare, but of his 
articular providence and attachment to them. a» 
dove all people upon earth, ——In the wilderneſs 
he led them like ſheep,—and kept them as the apple 
„ e e Drs OI ITY 2 
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of his eye Obe ſuffered no man to do them 


wrong, but reproved even kings for their ſake. 
When they entered into the promiſed land, 
—no force was able to ſtand before them ;—— 
when in poſſeſſion of it,—no army was able to 


drive them out ;—and, in a word, nature, for a 


time, was driven backwards to ſerve them; and 
even the Sun itſelf had ſtood ſtill in the midſt of 
heaven to ſecure their victories. 5 
A people with ſo many teſtimonies of God's 


| favour, who had not profited thereby ſo as to be- 


come a virtuous people, muſt have been utterly 
corrupt.;—and ſo they were. And it is likely, _ 
from the many ſpecimens they had given, in 
Moſes's time, of a diſpoſition to forget God's be- 
nefits, and, upon every trial, to rebel againſt 
him,—he forefaw they would certainly prove a 
thankleſs and unthinking people, extremely in- 


clined to go aſtray and do evil ;—and therefore, 


if. any thing was likely to bring them back to 
themſelves, and to conſider the evils of their miſ- 


doings, —it muſt be the dread of ſome temporal 


calamity, which, he prophetically threatened, would 
one day or other befal them: ———boping, 
no doubt,—that if no principle of gratitude could 
make them an obedient people, ——at leaſt they 

might be wrought upon by the terror of being re- 
duced back again by the fame all- powerful hand 

to their firſt diſtreſſed condition; which, in the 
end, did actually overtake them. — For, at length, 
when neither the alternatives of promiſes or 
threatenings, - when neither rewards or correc- 


tions, —comforts or afflictions, could ſoften them; 


when continual inſtructions,.—warnings,.—in- 
vitations, ——reproofs, 
and holy guides, had no effect, but, inſtead of 
1 | e making 


-miracles,.— prophets 


—. 
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making them grow better, apparently made them 
grow worſe, God's patience at length withdrew, 
and he ſuffered them to reap the wages of 
their folly,. by letting them fall into the ſtate of 
bondage from whence he had firſt raiſed them 
and that not only in that partial inſtance of, 
thoſe in Samaria, who were taken by Hoſea, —— 
but, I mean, in that more general inſtance of 
their overthrow by the army of the Chaldeans—. 
wherein he ſuffered the whole nation to be led 
away, and carried captive into Nineveh and Baby- 
jon. We may be aſſured, that the hiſtory of 
God Almighty's juſt dealings with this froward 
and thoughtleſs people———was not wrote. for 
nothing; but that it was given as a loud call and 
warning of obedience and gratitude, for all races. 
of men to whom the light of revelation ſhould. 
| hereafter reach :——and therefore, I have made 
choice of this ſubject, as it ſeems likely to fur- 
niſh ſome reflections ſeaſonable for the beginning. 
of this week, which ſhould be deyoted to ſuch 
_ meditations as may prepare and fit us for the ſo-—- 
lemn faſt which we are ſhortly to obſerve, and. 
_ whole pious intention will. not be anſwered by a 
bare aſſembling ourſelves together, without mak 
ing ſome religious and national remarks ſuitable 
to the occahon.—Doubtleſs, there is no nation. 
which ever had ſo many ee rs, ee 
ſupernatural motives to become thankful and vir». 
which, beſides the 


tuous, as the Jews had; 


* 


Aaily bleſſings of God's providence to them, has 
not received ſufficient bleſſings and mercies at 

the hands of God, ſo as to engage their beſt ſer- 

vices, and the warmeſt returns of gratitude they. 
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There has been a time, may be, when they 
have been delivered from ſome grievous calamity, 
from the rage of peſtilence ot amine, from the 
edge and fury of the ſword, — from the fate and 
fall of kingdoms round them; — they may have 
been preſerved by providential diſcoveries of plots. 
and deſigns againſt the well-being of their ſtates, 
or by critical turns and revolutions in their fa- 
vour, when beginning to fink.—By ſome ſignal 
interpoſition of God's providence, they may have 
reſcued their liberties, and all that was dear to 
them, from the jaws of ſome tyrant ;—or may 
have preſerved their religion pure and uncorrup- 
ted, when all other comforts failed them.—If o- 
ther countries have reaſon to be thankful to God, 
for any one of theſe mercies,—much more has this 
of ours,—which, at one time or other, has received 
them all ;—inſomuch, that our hiſtory, for this laſt 
hundred years, has ſcarce been any thing but the 
hiſtory of our deliverances and God's bleſſings.;— 
and theſe in ſo complicated a chain, ſuch as were 
fearce ever vouchſafed to any people beſides, ex- 
cept the Jews; —and with regard to them, though 
inferior in the ſtupendous manner of their work- 
ing, —yet no way ſo—in the extenſive goodneſs of 
their effects, and the infinite benevolence and 
power which. muſt have wrought them for us. 
HFlere, then, let us ſtop to look back a moment, 
and enquire what great effects all this has had up- 
on our fins, and how far worthy we have lived of 
what we have receive. 9 46] 
A ſtranger, when he heard that this iſland had 
been ſo favoured by heaven, —ſo happy in our laws. 
and religion, —ſo flouriſhing in our trade,—and 
ſo blefſed in our fituation,—and ſo viſibly protee+ 
ted in all of them by Providence, — would con- 
75 M3 dlude, 
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 - elude, that our morals had kept pace with theſe | 
bleſſings, and would expect, that, as we were the 
moſt favoured by God Almighty, we muſt be the. 


maſt virtuous and religious people upon eartu. 


Would to God, there was any other reaſon to 
incline one to ſuch a belief !—would to God, that 
the appearance of religion was more frequent 
for that would neceſſarily imply the reality of it 
ſomewhere, and moſt 5 in the greateſt and 
moſt reſpectable characters of the nation.—Such; 
was the ſituation of this country, till a licentious 
king introduced a licentious age.— The court ob 
Charles the Second firſt brake in upon, and, E 
fear, has almoſt demoliſhed the outworks of reli-- 
gion, of modeſty, and of ſober manners —ſo that, 
inſtead of any real marks of religion amongſt ' us, 

+ you ſee thouſands who are tired-with carrying the 
maſk of it,—and have thrown it aſide as a. uſeleſs 
got . ore MES TESTS 
But this licentiouſneſs, he will fay, may be chief- 
ly owing to a long courſe of proſperity, which is 
apt to 3 men's minds. God has ſince tried 
you with afflictions; you have had lately a bloody 
and expenſive war ; God has ſent, moreover, a 
peſtilenee amongſt your cattle, which has cut off 
the flock from the fold, and left no herd in the 
ſtalls ;—beſides, you have juſt felt two dreadful 
ſhocks: in your metropolis, of a moſt terrifying na- 
ture which, if God's providence had not check - 
ed and reſtrained within ſome bounds, might 
have overthrown your capital, and your kingdom 
WAIT SD ß 
Surely, he will ſay, all theſe warnings muſt have 
awakened the conſciences of the moſt unthinking 
3 part of you, and forced the inhabitants' of your 
land, from ſuch admonitions, to have learned righ- 
. ,, , 
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per Ee = own, this is the natural effect, and, 
one ſhould hope, ſhould always be the improve 
ment from ſuch calamities; for we often find, 

that numbers of people, who, in their prolperity, _ 
ſeemed to forget God,—do yet remember him in. 
the days of trouble and diſtreſs :—yet, conſider this 
nationally,—we ſee-no ſuch effect from it, as, in. 
fact, one would · expect from ſpeaulation. 

For inſtance, with all the devaſtation and blobs 
ſhed which the war bas occafioned, how. many 
converts has it made either to virtue or frugality ?; 
The peſtilence amongſt our cattle, though it has 
diſtreſſed, and utterly undone ſo many thouſands, 
yet what one viſible: alteration has it. made in the, 
courſe. of our lives? 

And though one would imagine, that the ne- 
ceſſary drains of taxes for the one, and - the--loſs 
of rent and pt from the other,—ſhould, in 
| ſome meaſure, have withdrawn the means of gra- 
tifying our paſſions as we have done;—yet, -what . 
appearance is there amongſt us that it is ſo ?what 
one faſhionable folly or extravagance has been 
checked? Are not the ſame expences of equi · 
page, and furnĩture, and dreis, —the ſame orden 
of diverſions, perpetually returning, and as great 
luxury and epicuriſm of entertainments, as in tho 
moſt · proſperous condition ?—0So. that, though the 
head. is ſick, and the whole heart is faint, we all 
affect to look well in the face, either as if nothing 
had happened, or we were aſhamed to acknow= © 
ledge the force and natural effects of the chaſtiſe · c 
ments of God. And if, from the effects which war 
and peſtilence have bad, —we may form à judg- 
ment of the moral effects which this laſt terror is 
likely; to oo roduce,—it is to · ba feared, however 
ve * might * at . impreſſions 

will 
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will ſcarce laſt Jonger than the inſtantaneous ſhock 
which occaſioned them.— And I make no doubt, 
-—ſhould a man have courage to declare his opi- 
nion, —“ That he believed it was an indication 
of God's anger upon a corrupt generation, - 
that it would be great odds, but he would be pi- 
tied for his weakneſs, or openly laughed at for 

his ſuperſtition. Or if, after ſuck a declaration, 
he was thought worth ſetting right in his miſ- 
take, —he would be informed, —that religion had 

nothing to do in explications of this kind; - that 
all ſuch violent vibrations of the earth, were ow- 
ing to ſubterraneous caverns falling down of them- 


. felves, or being blown up by nitrous and ſulphy- 


reous vapours, rarefied by heat; and that it was 
idle to bring in the Deity to untie the knot, 
when it can be reſolved eaſily into natural cauſes: 
Vain, unthinking mortals !-—As if natural 
cauſes were any thing elſe in the hands of God,. 
but Ee GRO _ can turn to work the 
purpoſes of his will, either to reward or puniſh, 
* to bis infinite wiſdom. 2 2 | 
Thus no man repenteth him of his wickedneſs, 
faying, —What have I done but every one: 
turneth to his courſe, as a horſe ruſheth. into the 
battle.— To conclude, however we may under- 
tate it now,—it is a maxim of. eternal truth,. 
which both reaſonings and all accounts from hiſto- 
ry confirm, — That the wickedneſs and corruption. 
of a people will ſooner or later bring on temporal 
miſchiefs and calamities.— And can it be other- 
wiſe ? —for a vicious nation not only carries the 
feeds of deſtruction within, from the natural 
workings and courſe of things, — but it layg itſelf 
open to the whole force and injury of accidents 
from without ;—and L do venture to ſay, — there 
HW REA : - NEVET - 
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never was a nation or people fallen into troubles: 
or decay, —hut one might juſtly leave the ſame 
remark upon them, which the - ſacred: hiſtorian 
makes in the text, upon. the misfortunes of the 
Iſraelites, for ſo it was, that they had ſinned 

againſt the Lord their God. . | 

Let us, therefore, conſtantly. bear in mind, that 

concluſion. of the ſacred writer, which. I ſhall 
give you in his own. beautiful and awful language: 
—“ But the Lord, who brought you up out of the 
land of Egypt, with great power and a ſtretched- 
out arm, him ſhall ye fear, and : him ſhall ye wor- 
ſhip, and to him ſhall ye do ſacrifice :—And the 
ſtatutes, and the ordinances, and the eommand- 
ments he wrote for you, ye ſhall obſerve to do. 
for evermore. The Lord your God ye ſhall fear, 
and he ſhall deliver you out of the hand of alll 
- your enemies. FE TH 


». 


Now, to God the Father, &c.. 
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